July 16, 2003

Speaker, is the vote was not close. Col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle over-
whelmingly supported giving the Presi-
dent the use of force to remove Saddam
Hussein from power. Why did we do
that? Because Saddam Hussein for 10
years had denied the demands of the
unified world community. Everyone
knew he had weapons of mass destruc-
tion. He used them on his own people.
In a previous floor speech, I gave the
numbers of the amount of innocent
Iragi people and Kurdish people that
were killed. But what amazes me, Mr.
Speaker, is this rhetoric coming from
the other side.

I heard one of my colleagues stand up
and say never has a President used
force to remove someone from office
for human rights violations. And | re-
member who the speaker was, Mr.
Speaker; but I am not going to name
him tonight, but | know the gentleman
and if | get pressed on it, | will name
him and I will pull his comments out of
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. Where was
that gentleman, who happens to be a
Democrat, when President Clinton jus-
tified the use of our military to remove
Slobodan Milosevic from power because
of human rights violations? Where are
my colleagues? In fact, that is exactly
what happened.

I think the administration made
some mistakes in leading up to the
Iraqi war. I remember being on this
floor, Mr. Speaker, when Secretary of
State Colin Powell was giving us a
briefing, and he was talking about
weapons of mass destruction. | had a
chance to ask him a question. | said,
Mr. Secretary, you need to talk more
about the human rights abuses of Sad-
dam Hussein, which the American peo-
ple can relate to. After all, it was Bill
Clinton who justified the use of force
to remove Milosevic from power for
human rights violations, and everyone
in the world from the U.N. to Amnesty
International admits publicly that
Saddam Hussein is far worse than
Milosevic ever was. So why do you not
bring out the human rights violations
of Saddam Hussein?

Why would my colleagues on the
other side think it was okay to support
President Clinton in using military
force to remove Milosevic from power,
and, by the way, they did not go to the
U.N. for that vote because France knew
Russia would veto a U.N. resolution?
How could they support that military
action, but then question President
Bush when he uses military action to
remove the worst human rights viola-
tor since Adolph Hitler from power just
this year? And that claim of Saddam
Hussein’s being the worst human rights
violator since Adolph Hitler does not
come from me. It comes from the U.N.
Special Rappateur for human rights
when he was comparing the human
rights record of Saddam Hussein.

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough. Mem-
bers of the other side have whined.
They have cried. They have screamed.
They have been absolutely out-
rageously loud in saying that George
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Bush needs to be held accountable. Mr.
Speaker, George Bush is accountable.
The U.S. Congress supported the Presi-
dent in his actions against Saddam. Al-
most 50 nations of the world supported
George Bush in our actions against
Saddam. Many of my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle supported George
Bush in his actions against Saddam.
And they did not do that because of
any speech made here. They did it be-
cause of the facts. And for my col-
leagues to run around this city, for the
contenders for the Presidency on the
Democrat side to go to a national
forum and declare that George Bush
has misled the American people is gar-
bage. It is poppycock. There has been
no misleading. If my colleagues on the
other side and if the nine candidates
for the Presidential nomination of the
other party want to take and look at
some misleading statements, | invite
them to get the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
from tonight.

Look at the facts, Mr. Speaker. Look
at the facts on the Balkan mass death
claims, those hundreds of thousands of
people that Bill Clinton said were mur-
dered that justified our use of military
action. Look at the President’s state-
ments about new missile threats and
how the national intelligence estimate
in 1995 was politicized, the only na-
tional intelligence estimate ever
changed by the CIA because of the
Rumsfeld Commission, 3 years after
Bill Clinton vetoed our defense bill
based on his misstatements; the
agreed-upon framework with North
Korea where the Clinton administra-
tion, until it left office, said that it
was in fact successful in accomplishing
the objective of eliminating the North
Korean nuclear program. Lies and dis-
tortions. The detargeting agreement,
President Clinton’s famous statement
of over 100 times. In fact, we used to
have a contract to keep track of him.
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It got up to 135 times, that we could
count, that President Clinton’s speech-
es made the same statement he made
twice here from this pulpit, distorting
the facts to the American people for
his political benefit, or the story about
the M-11 missiles not being in Paki-
stan, when everyone knew they were
there. These are just a few, Mr. Speak-
er.

Mr. Speaker, | will make this com-
mitment to my colleagues. If this par-
tisan rhetoric continues on the floor, I
will be back here every night and | will
refute it, and | will bring out more of
the gross Clinton lies and distortions
which that side remained silent on
year after year after year. | challenge
them to end this garbage. Enough is
enough, Mr. Speaker.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. HAYWORTH (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today until 1:00 p.m. on ac-
count of medical reasons.
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SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. HINCHEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. ScHAKOWwWsSKY, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. WoOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. LEE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. WAXMAN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for
5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZzI0, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HONDA, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. STUPAK, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. SoLlis, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. ScoTT of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. FLAKE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
today and July 21, 22, and 23.

Mr. FLAKE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. Jo ANN DAvis of Virginia, for 5
minutes, July 17.

Mr. MILLER of Florida, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. JoNEs of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, July 17.

Mr. NorwooD, for 5 minutes, July 17
and 21.

Mr. LINCOLN DiAz-BALART of Florida,
for 5 minutes, July 17.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN,
July 17.

Mr. FEENEY, for 5 minutes, July 23.

Mr. MARIO DiAz-BALART of Florida,
for 5 minutes, July 17.

(The following Members (at their own
request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. STENHOLM, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi, for 5 min-
utes, today.

for 5 minutes,

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A bill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 764. An act to extend the authorization
of the Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant
Program; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, | move that the House do now
adjourn.
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